
RUSSELL COUNTY FISCAL COURT
CALLED MEETING

FRIDAY MARCH 25, 2011
9:00 A.M.

The Russell County Fiscal Court held a called meeting on Friday March 25, 2011 at 9:00 a.m. at the Russell County 
Courthouse. Those in attendance were County Judge Executive Gary Robertson, Magistrates Greg Popplewell, Brook 
Cochran, Ronald Johnson, Jimmy McQueary, Larry Holt, County Attorney Kevin Shearer, Assistant County Attorney Don 
Byrom, County Treasurer Kathy Tupman and Occupation Tax Administrator Sherry Stephens.

AWARD BIDS FOR CLERK VOTING MACHINES:  Judge Robertson opened the only bid for voting machines.  The 
bid was from Harp Enterprises for 18 machines at $4,500 each for a total of $81,000.00.  County Clerk Lisha Popplewell 
stated that the State Board of Elections would be paying for 16 of the machines and the county would need to pay for the 
2 spares.  She stated that it is necessary to have spares in case one breaks down during the elections.  The description of 
the machines is Escan 202 Compliant Paper Ballot Scanning System.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to accept the bid 
and order the 16 that will be paid by the state.  Magistrate McQueary seconded.  The roll call was unanimous.  Magistrate 
Johnson also made a motion to buy the 2 spare machines with Magistrate McQueary seconding.  The roll call was 
unanimous.

EMPLOYEE HEALTH INSURANCE:  Judge Robertson stated that with the upcoming budgets he recommends having 
the employees pay 25% of their health insurance in order to reduce the cost to the county.  He opened the floor for 
discussion.  Magistrate Johnson spoke first saying that he is against the employees paying due to the low pay rates of 
county employees.  All remaining magistrates stated they felt the same way.  Jailer Dunbar stated that he put together a 
staff with the understanding that their insurance would be 100% covered and since his employees were already paid lower 
than most in those positions he would lose employees which would cost more to train others.  Lewis Conner from the 
Road Department stated that that is what they work for is the insurance because they don’t make a large salary. 
Magistrate McQueary made a motion the keep paying the insurance as we are now.  Magistrate Johnson seconded.  The 
roll call was unanimous.  

2011-2012 DETENTION CENTER BUDGET:  Judge Robertson submitted the budget and stated that it does not require 
a vote.  The total budget is $1,751,551.00.  Magistrate Johnson stated that he didn’t think it would be this much but there 
is no way to tell until we have had it for a year. We hope we can average 25 or 30 as we were projecting before the jail 
was built but with changes in the law letting more inmates out on home incarceration there are not as many inmates out 
there to house.

PAY BILLS:  There were some bills that were due that need to be paid before the next regular meeting.  Magistrate 
Johnson made a motion to pay those bills with magistrate Cochran seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.

Magistrate Holt made a motion to adjourn with Magistrate Popplewell seconding.  All was in favor.
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