
RUSSELL COUNTY FISCAL COURT
REGULAR MEETING

MONDAY JULY 11, 2011
6:00 P.M.

The Russell County Fiscal Court held their regular monthly meeting on Monday July 11, 2011 at 6:00 
p.m. at the Russell County Courthouse. Those in attendance were County Judge Executive Gary 
Robertson, Magistrates Greg Popplewell, Brook Cochran, Ronald Johnson, Jimmy McQueary, County 
Attorney Kevin Shearer, Assistant County Attorney Don Byrom, Deputy Judge Executive Christopher 
Ramsey, County Treasurer Kathy Tupman, and Occupational Tax Administrator Bobbie Garner.  Judge 
Robertson stated that Magistrate Holt had a prior commitment and could not be here.

WELCOME, PLEDGE & OPENING PRAYER:  Judge Robertson welcomed all those present and led 
everyone in the pledge followed by a prayer by Bobby Dunbar.

MINUTES:  Judge Robertson presented minutes from the June 13 & 29th, 2011 meetings.  Magistrate 
McQueary made a motion to approve the minutes with Magistrate Johnson seconding.  The roll call was 
unanimous.

PAY BILLS:  Judge Robertson submitted a list of regular bills to be approved.  Magistrate Popplewell 
made a motion to pay the bills with Magistrate Johnson seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.

Detention Center Bills:  Judge Robertson submitted a list of bills to be paid through the contingent funds 
for the Detention Center bond:  Barnett’s Construction for $2,975.00, Jefferson Audio Video Systems for 
$11,480.37 to be paid when the invoice is received.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to pay the bills 
with Magistrate McQueary seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.

DETENTION CENTER REPORT:  Jailer Dunbar read the jail report as follows:  Jail fees $0; prisoner 
reimbursements $2,248.14 misc. reimbursements $525.00; medical/prescription co-pay $122.19; per diem 
$1,358.75; state inmates $32781.64; telephone reimbursement $4,060.75; bond preparation $0.00; 
incarceration fees $0.00; court cost supplement $2,801.19; DUI quarterly $863.37 for a total income 
$44761.03; overtime 0.  He stated that we should be receiving a check for state inmates soon for 
$33,000.00.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to accept the jail report with Magistrate McQueary 
seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.

REAPPORTIONMENT OF DISTRICTS:  County Clerk, Lisha Popplewell and Reapportionment 
Committee member, Jack Wayne Stephens, submitted maps showing the proposed boundaries and 
districts according to the census.  District 4 didn’t change but all other districts did.  The maps will be 
hung in the courthouse for 20 days for public inspection according to KRS.  There will need to be 2 
readings of an ordinance within 60 days in order to pass the reapportionment.  No vote was necessary 
tonight.

CONSERVATION DISTRICT – SCOTT GRIDER:  Mr. Grider presented a long range Plan of Work 
for the Conservation District.  He also talked about the Dead Animal Removal program and asked for 
$5,000.00 to match the Conservation District on a grant as we have done the past several years.  Judge 
Robertson recommended we do this since it is a program that is used by many farmers.  Magistrate 
Johnson made a motion to contribute matching funds to the grant with Magistrate Cochran seconding. 
The roll call was 3 yes and 1 no.  Voting yes were Magistrates Cochran, Johnson and McQueary.  Voting 
no was Magistrate Popplewell.  The motion passed.



LIBRARY UPDATE – NORMA PELLERIN:  Ms. Pellerin came before the Court to give an update on 
the library.  She explained a grant they recently received to help train people to get jobs.  They are 
planning on building a new building at the corner of 92 and 127.  They plan on keeping the Russell 
Springs branch open.  The new building will be approximately 15,500 square feet.  The board is 
committed to not raising taxes; they have been putting extra money into a construction fund.  They will 
have a financial advisor who will tell them if they are ready to begin or not.

RESOLUTION 11-03 – DISASTER RECOVERY ROAD REPAIR PROJECT – Treasurer Tupman 
read the resolution.  Clarissa Hart of the LCADD explained that this resolution is to try and get funds for 
repair of Stephens Ridge road that was not covered by FEMA during the May, 2010 flood.  Magistrate 
Johnson made a motion to adopt the resolution with Magistrate McQueary seconding.  The roll call was 
unanimous.

TRANSFER FUNDS FROM GENERAL TO 911 DISPATCH & DETENTION CENTER: 
$20,000.00 needs to be transferred from the General fund to 911 Dispatch fund for normal operating 
expenses as budgeted.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to transfer with Magistrate McQueary 
seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.  $80,000.00 needs to be transferred from the General fund to the 
Detention Center Fund.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to transfer with magistrate McQueary 
seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.

COMMODITIES:  Judge Robertson updated the court on the Feeding America – USDA commodities. 
There were 19 volunteers from various churches that went through a training process.  He contacted 
Phillip Gaskins who is the owner of Hwy. 80 Auto Auction and he is willing to use space there to 
distribute commodities.  August 5th, 1:00 to 4:00 will be the first date.  It will be the first Friday of each 
month in which there is a full week.  Judge Robertson discussed some of the regulations for distributing 
products.  There are 3 people who will serve as coordinators for the volunteers:  Kathy Hammond, Kim 
Reynolds and Johnna Matney.

APPROVAL TO ADVERTISE FOR JANITORIAL SERVICES @ JUDICIAL CENTER:  Judge 
Robertson read the ad that will be submitted to the paper.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to advertise 
with Magistrate Cochran seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.

DISCUSS DETENTION CENTER PAY FROM G&G CONTRACTING & BCD, INC.:  Attorney 
Shearer stated that they met with the parties involved and are seeking mediation with the next step being 
arbitration.

Judge Robertson announced that we have received a recycle grant in the amount of $39,595.00 to 
purchase 2 recycle trailers and a Bobcat Skid Steer Loader.

Judge Robertson stated that he wanted to update everyone on the Rocket Docket that was presented at last 
month’s meeting but since Magistrate Holt is not here tonight he doesn’t want to make any decisions. 
Rockcastle County does this and they said it works well for them costing them approximately $15,000.00 
per year.  Their county’s population is about the same as ours at 17,000 and their Detention Center 
population is about the same as ours.  This will be discussed more at the next meeting.

Affirmative Action Report:  Treasurer Tupman submitted this annual report which is required by the 
federal government to show who we hired during the last fiscal year.  Magistrate Johnson made a motion 
to accept the report with Magistrate McQueary seconding.  The roll call was unanimous.



THANK YOU LETTER FROM MONTICELLO BANKING COMPANY:  Judge Robertson read a 
letter from President & SEO of the Russell Springs Monticello Banking Company thanking the Court for 
allowing them to be the depository for the Detention Center fund.

Judge Robertson stated that we have a tractor & boom mower that is getting in a poor state of repair.  It 
was bought in 1996.  He stated that he is shopping around to try and find a good deal on those items.  If 
we buy from the state contract we can get at least a 20% discount.  Some counties are leasing and he will 
look into that.

DISCUSS 911:  Judge Robertson presented a proposal for the 911 Dispatch since the present agreement 
runs out October 15th.  The proposal will be presented to the Ambulance Board, Jamestown and Russell 
Springs City Council meetings.  He has had several counties that have sent bid proposals and if we can’t 
get the other county entities on board we will consider the other county’s proposals.  We need to get 
something in place within the next 60-90 days.

Robert Cummins, an AirEvac member and citizen, stated that he would like to let AirEvac have the first 
call since they have so many members in Russell County.  The other company, Air Methods, gets the most 
calls but if you are not a member it costs approximately $18,000.00.  After much discussion it was 
decided to check into the matter.

ADJOURN:  Magistrate Johnson made a motion to adjourn with Magistrate Popplewell seconding.  All 
was in favor.

_____________________________________ ______________________________________
Gary Robertson Kathy Tupman
County Judge Executive Fiscal Court Clerk


